youth tour connection

sparks
the power of human connections

Steele-Waseca sponsoring 2 delegates for Youth Tour ’16

S

teele-Waseca Cooperative Electric
is accepting applications from eligible high school sophomores or juniors
for an all-expense paid trip to Washington, D.C., for the 2016 Youth Tour, June
11-16.
The tour is coordinated through the
Minnesota Rural Electric Association
(MREA) and hosted by the National
Rural Electric Cooperative Association
(NRECA). Participating cooperatives
sponsor a member student(s) to travel
to Washington, D.C., to learn about cooperatives and our government, tour
historical sites, and have fun meeting
new friends from Minnesota and other
delegates from across the nation.
To be eligible, the entrant must meet
the following requirements:
1. The entrant is currently a high
school sophomore or junior, and
his or her parent(s)/guardian(s) are
a Steele-Waseca member. Dependents of Steele-Waseca employees
or directors are not eligible to participate.
2. All entries must include: a) the
completed application form below;
b) answers to both essay questions
typed on an 8.5” x 11” sheet of paper; c) applicant’s school and community information typed on a separate sheet of paper; and d) two letters
of recommendation (one from an instructor, counselor or administrator,
and the other from a church or community leader).
3. Return entries to: Steele-Waseca
Cooperative Electric, c/o Youth Tour

2016, PO Box 485, Owatonna, MN
55060. Entries must be received in
Steele-Waseca’s office on or before
Friday, Feb. 19, 2016. The Youth
Tour recipients will be notified by
Friday, March 18, 2016. 17524

community. Answer in 300 words or
less.

Each entry will be evaluated by a
panel of judges for:

• All school activities – include letters and honors earned, positions
held, etc.

• completeness
• composition
• neatness
• ability to communicate
• school and community activities
Essay Questions:
1. Why would you like to be SteeleWaseca’s delegate to Youth Tour 2016?
What do you hope to gain from the experience? Answer in 150 words or less.
2. Write a short essay on what commitment to community means to you.
Include how you contribute to your

School and Community Information (use a separate sheet of paper
to list the following):

• All community activities – include
all church, community service and
positions held.
• Work experience and any other information.

M

REA is requiring that each participating cooperative’s delegate(s)
report to the Crowne Plaza Airport located at 3 Appletree Square in Bloomington for an orientation session on Saturday, June 11, at 9 a.m. An afternoon
flight to Washington, D.C., will follow
the orientation session.
Steele-Waseca’s 2015 Youth Tour
Delegate Lucas Arndt of Owatonna (back row, fourth from left) was
among 41 Minnesota delegates who
traveled to Washington, D.C., for
last year’s Youth Tour. This group
photo was taken in front of the White
House. “I am very grateful that I
was given this opportunity and I am
thankful for all the people who helped
make my experience as great as it
was,” wrote Lucas. “I am also thankful for all of the new friends that I
met. Washington D.C. is a place that
I will never forget.” (Photo courtesy
of Tami Zaun, Lake Country Power
and 2015 MREA chaperone)

Washington, D.C. Youth Tour 2016 — June 11-16 — Theme for 2016: Commitment to Community
Name ______________________________________________ M or F ____ Phone ____________________________
Address_________________________________________________________________________________________
street
city
state
zip
county
Email address _____________________________________ Parent(s) or Guardian(s) __________________________
I am currently a high school _____ sophomore _______ junior at ___________________________________________
Parent/Guardian consent: I/we hereby give my/our dependent high school son/daughter permission to enter the Rural Electric
Washington, D.C. Youth Tour 2016 Contest. I/we understand if he/she wins, I/we will be responsible for providing his/her own
transportation to the Crowne Plaza Airport in Bloomington and from the Minneapolis/St. Paul International Airport.

Name(s) _______________________________________________ SWCE account # __________________________
8
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Washington, D.C.
George Washington’s
birthday

Steele-Waseca Cooperative Electric
has a limited number of openings
available for the 2016 Coal Creek
Tour, June 14-16. For more information, contact Marketing Division
Manager Doug Hughes by emailing,
mktg@swce.coop, or calling 507451-7340 or 800-526-3514. Member parents and/or grandparents are
reminded they may bring up to three
students between the ages of 10
and 18 at NO CHARGE!

February 2016

Steele-Waseca Cooperative Electric details
residential rebates available in 2016

S

teele-Waseca Cooperative Electric
members seeking ways to maximize
their energy dollar may do so through rebates offered by the co-op in 2016.
The rebates for central air conditioners and air source heat pumps (ASHPs)
are listed below and require a quality
installation. To find a qualified installer,
visit Steele-Waseca’s website, swce.coop,
move your cursor over “FIELD SERVICES,” click on “Save Money & Energy,”
then click on “Qualified Installers List,”
in the “Quick Links” box.
A/C
ASHP
14.5-14.9 SEER
$50
$480
15.0-15.9 SEER
$50
$580
16.0+ SEER
$50
$630
Rebates for Energy Star® labeled
ground source heat pumps (GSHPs) are
$400 per ton in 2016.
For members looking into electric thermal storage (ETS) heat, Steele-Waseca is
offering a $50 per kW (kilowatt) rebate up
to 100 kW.
Steele-Waseca continues to offer a $100
rebate for residential HVAC electronically commutated motors (ECMs), which offer a higher efficiency rating than typical
electric blowers or condenser fan motors.
Ductless ASHPs with the Energy Star
label are eligible for a $300 rebate.
Energy Star labeled refrigerators and
freezers are eligible for a $75 rebate only
if you recycle the old unit.
Dehumidifiers with the Energy Star label are eligible for a $25 rebate.
Steele-Waseca members purchasing any
Energy Star labeled appliances during the
year are encouraged to call Cindy Aamot
at Steele-Waseca weekdays to report their
purchase. Energy Star purchases help
Steele-Waseca reach their Conservation
Improvement Program (CIP) goal mandated in Minnesota’s 2007 Next Generation Conservation Act. The statute sets an
energy conservation goal for every gas
and electric utility in the state equivalent
to 1.5 percent of their annual retail energy
sales.
Residential lighting rebates in 2016 in-

clude the following:
• Energy Star light emitting diode
(LED) lights have a $3 per bulb rebate
or up to half the cost of a multi-pack
(whichever is less). LED holiday light
strings have a $2 rebate or half the
package cost (whichever is less).
• Energy Star compact fluorescent
lightbulbs (CFLs) have a $1 per bulb
rebate or up to half the cost of a multipack (whichever is less). Make sure to
submit all of the numbers around the
product’s UPC code.

Appliance and lighting rebates may not
be combined with special promotional
offers through Steele-Waseca and/or its
wholesale energy provider, Great River
Energy.
Steele-Waseca members who install a
member-owned LED security light are
eligible to receive a $30 rebate (members
on the Steele-Waseca security light program are not eligible to receive a rebate);
air conditioning tune-ups conducted in
2016 are eligible for a $25 rebate; swimming pool ASHPs are eligible for a $400
rebate; and an Energy Star variable speed
pool pump is eligible for a $200 rebate.
If you have a
rebate question or
wish to request a
rebate form, please
call Cindy Aamot
at Steele-Waseca
weekdays between
8 a.m. and 3:30
p.m. Rebate forms Products with the Energy
are available at Star label have met fedgovernment specifiSteele-Waseca’s eral
cations regarding energy
w e b s i t e , s w c e . efficiency. 17363
coop,
under
“FIELD SERVICES,” then click on “Save
Money & Energy.”
ompleted rebate forms must be accompanied with a copy of the receipt
and submitted within 90 days of purchase.
Please allow six to eight weeks for processing. The rebate will appear as a credit
on your monthly Steele-Waseca bill.

C
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Board of Directors
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Geraldine Lienke . . . . . . . . . .    District 2
    Secretary/Treasurer
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Office Hours

8:00 a.m.–4:30 p.m., Monday–Friday

Operations Office Hours

8:00 a.m.–3:30 p.m., Monday-Friday

For Customer Service, Billing
Questions and Power Outages
Phone:
507-451-7340 or 800-526-3514

Before calling to report an outage
1. Check fuses and circuit breakers
		 in your home and on meter pole.
2. Check with your neighbors to 		
		 see if they have power.
3. Look for possible causes such
		 as a tree branch on wires, a 		
		 broken pole, twisted wires, etc.
To leave a non-emergency message
whenever SWCE’s Office is closed:
Phone 507-451-7340 or 800-526-3514
Press “2” and leave message including
name, account #, and phone # you can be
reached at the following business day.

Call Before You Dig
Gopher State One Call
811 or 800-252-1166
48-hour notice required for ALL
underground cable locations
2
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manager connection
By Syd Briggs,
General Manager

ad connection

(For Sale ads continued from Page 6)
GRASS HAY BALES, small square. 612-756-1131.
DELAVAL CREAM SEPARATOR, hand crank or
elec. motor, no motor, gd shape, $95. 390-4274.
PRIEFERT HORSE STALL FRONT; PICNIC TABLE, hunter green, foldable; MIXED FIREWOOD;
APPLE TREE FIREWOOD; STORAGE for fish
houses. 676-1141.

S

teele-Waseca Cooperative Electric
strives to be diligent
in keeping you, our
member-owners, informed on safety,
energy efficiency options, and events
like our town hall and annual meetings.
We also support programs intended for
our young people living within our service area.
It’s important we support our youth,
not only to enrich their lives, but also
instill the value of cooperative membership. After all, it’s our youth who will
one day become community and co-op
leaders.
For high school seniors graduating in
2016, Steele-Waseca
offers $500 scholarships to those planning to continue their
education on a full-time
basis at a two- or four-year technical
school or college.
One scholarship is awarded at each participating school. Scholarship applicants
must be a dependent of a Steele-Waseca
member. All eligible high school seniors
should contact their guidance counselor
or scholarship administrator for more
information. Each participating school is
responsible for administering any other
eligibility requirements, and the school
selects their eligible recipient.
Steele-Waseca has awarded $141,750
since the program was established in
1954. Today, a portion of the funds to
support these scholarships comes from
unclaimed capital credit equity.
Two other programs sponsored by
Steele-Waseca is the annual Youth Tour
to Washington, D.C., and the Co-ops
Yes! Youth Leadership Conference in
Eau Claire, Wis.
Steele-Waseca featured the Co-ops Yes!
conference in the December 2015 Sparks
newsletter with details
on the opportunity for sophomores, juniors, and seniors to participate.
As for the Youth Tour, eligible sophomores and juniors may send their application (details are on Page 8 of this
sparks • february 2016

PORTABLE STORAGE CONTAINERS, 20’ & 40’,
store your stuff on your property. 612-418-4375.

month’s Sparks newsletter) directly to
Steele-Waseca.
The tour is coordinated through the
Minnesota Rural Electric Association
(MREA) and hosted by the National
Rural Electric Cooperative Association
(NRECA).
In 2015, 41 delegates from Minnesota
participated in the Youth Tour. They
joined over 1,500 students from across
the country who participated in their
state’s Youth Tour program.
While in D.C., delegates have a chance
to meet with their elected officials and
discuss issues that are important back
home. They’ll have an opportunity to
learn about the cooperative business
model and enjoy sightseeing in the
nation’s capital. 61535
The Youth Tour has grown into an
invaluable program that gives young
Americans an experience that will stay
with them for the rest of their lives.
Steele-Waseca’s board of directors
have been so impressed with the young
men and women who have represented
the co-op on the Youth Tour, that they
have approved the sponsorship of two
delegates starting this year to represent
Steele-Waseca on the Youth Tour.
The co-op in recent years has made
last year’s Youth Tour delegate a part
of our annual meeting. Many of you
have commented on how much you
enjoy hearing from our youth and the
appreciation they have of their Youth
Tour experience. At this year’s annual
meeting on Tuesday, June 7, Lucas Arndt
of Owatonna (Steele-Waseca’s 2015
delegate) is scheduled to highlight his
Washington, D.C. Youth Tour experience. He will also introduce this year’s
yet-to-be-determined delegates.
utreach with youth in the communities we serve is just one more
way Steele-Waseca seeks to provide
and enhance the quality of life in rural
Minnesota.

O

FIREWOOD, mixed hardwoods, 1/4 cord/$65, 1/2
cord/$120, full cord/$220 (you pick up). 645-4158.
CABIN ON FRENCH LK, (2) bdrm w/(2) sheds on
leased land, incl. new dock. 481-4348.
PASTURE FOR RENT, fenced, rural Dundas.
952-270-5562.
GRASS HAY, sm. sq., hvy bales, no rain. 334-6377.
TABLE W/2-CHAIRS, drawer in front can also be
used as a desk, solid wood, grt shp, $75. 583-6679.
(2) 13.6 X 28 FIRESTONE TIRES on AC WD rims,
$550; (2) 14.9 X 28 TIRES on AC rims, $800 (tires
are 95% thread). 330-3945.
LAYING HENS: silkie, bantam chickens. 456-6989.

’97 3/4 TON FORD w/Blizzard 10’ plow, $6850; 10’
BLIZZARD PLOW, $2200; STAINLESS STL PICKUP SANDER, $1500; ’86 VOLVO WHITE, 24’-102
box, $22,000; ’01 IH WET KIT, $15,000. 456-1181.
BACH TB300 TROMBONE w/case, mint cond.,
$450/obo. 334-5650.
AXIS SEED JAN. SAVINGS, buy 1 hybrid, (6) or
more units & get 2nd hybrid $10/unit savings on (4)
or more units, good on all Axis Seed corn hybrids by
mentioning SPARKS for savings in Jan. 676-7767.
2002 CHEVY Z71 PICKUP, incl. topper; TOOLBOX
for small pickup (Ranger, S-10); TREE TRIMMING,
REMOVAL & STUMP GRINDING, pro climber &
aerial lift to U of M guidelines. 456-1609.
40’ KEWANEE BALE ELEVATOR, $500; 300-GAL.
ALUM. WATER TANK on a 2-wheel trailer, $500;
EU3000 HONDA GENERATOR, $1000. 456-8893.
RENTAL IN ELLENDALE, unique, (2) bdrm, upstairs, duplex, appliances, water, sewer, garbage
incl., $550/mth. 456-8931.

CARNIOLAN HONEYBEES, avail. in 2- & 3-lb pkgs.
456-0753.
GRASS HAY, sm. sq. & large round bales; STRAW,
sm. sq. & large round bales. 451-7489 or 414-2245.
CHEVY ENGINE, 4.3L, V6, out & ready to load, runs
gd, $125. 334-2673.
(2) 55-GAL. BARRELS, nice shape, ready for oil,
$40 for pair/obo. 210-6728/Dan.
KATAHDIN HAIR SHEEP, never shear sheep again,
great for beginners & hobby farms, call now to reserve your Feb. born ewe & ram lambs. 451-2722.
HAY, round bales, 5x5, 1st & 2nd cutting grass hay,
stored inside, $30. 334-6334.
SCHWINN TOURIST, 700x35c, men’s, 21-spd, Easy
Fire shifting, $100; SCHWINN SIDEWINDER, 21spd, men’s, 26x175, $100. 330-3178.
(2) SQ. CARD TABLES, brown, 32”x32”, exc. shape.
838-8565/Kathy.

FARMLAND FOR RENT, approx. 150 tillable acres
at 8589 Hwy 218, send bid by 1/30/16 to 8589 Hwy
218, Blmg Pr., MN 55917.

(3) HIGHLANDER BULLS: 2.5-, 4- & 5.5-yrs; (5)
PEAFOWL: (1) cock (blue), (3) hens & (1) chick.
715-205-0411.

SCHWARTZ LOADER & JD 8’ SNOW BUCKET, fits
JD 620 or JD A tractors, $300. 527-2560.

(30) USED CEDAR DOCK INSERT SECTIONS
FOR ROLL-IN DOCK, 5/4” x 6” x 4’ x 4’ sections,
$5/each. 612-492-6515.

Steele-Waseca Cooperative Electric (SWCE) assumes no liability for the content of, or reply to, any item posted. The party posting any advertisement
assumes complete liability for the content of, and all replies to, any advertisement and for any claims against SWCE as a result thereof, and agrees to indemnify and hold SWCE harmless from all costs, expenses, liabilities and damages resulting from, or caused by, any advertisement or reply thereto.

Steele-Waseca seeking assistance to find former members

C

apital credit checks for the following former Steele-Waseca Cooperative Electric members have been
returned to the co-op because their mailing addresses are no longer accurate.
If you know any of the following former members and can provide information about them, please call Kathy
Friedrichs at the Steele-Waseca office
during regular business hours.
Debra J. Anderson
Mr./Mrs. Douglas P. Baer
Gladys R. Bedney

   Northfield
Pemberton
Owatonna

(Scammers continued from Page 5)

ing OK. [sic]”
Morley knows of two victimized
Midwest Energy business members.
One lost about $1,500; the other about
$400.
“The unfortunate thing is for each one
that we know of, it’s quite likely there
are many others that we don’t,” Morley
said.
Meanwhile in Colorado, Durangobased La Plata Electric Association
(LPEA) is warning members about another scam in which businesses are told
to pay $500 to a “meter man” who will
be there within the hour.
“Every time we turn around, there’s
a new twist,” said Steve Gregg, LPEA
chief operating officer. He said victims

David A./Deborah K. Beland      Owat.
C. Eric/Billie J. Bergh
Northfield
Dorothy Collins
Winnebago
Bridget T. Daly
   Faribault
Catherine Dusbabek
Faribault
Robert B. Englund
  Faribault
Craig D. Evans
West Concord
Darlene Filan
Kilkenny
Deborah Hendrickson
Owatonna
Walter D. Jackel
  Owatonna
Mr./Mrs. Curtis C. Jacobsen
  Owat.
Mr./Mrs. Donald J. Johnson
Waseca
Kelly/Art Johnson
Blooming Prairie
Jeanette K. Jones
Waterville

Harlan K. Juvland
Minneapolis
Michael L. Kaiser
Waseca
Vernon F. Koch
North Oaks
Jeffrey T. Knickerbocker
   Faribault
Martina Kramer
  Kenyon
Vince A. Krohn
Faribault
Cheryl S. Lemke
Faribault
Mr./Mrs. James R. Marshall LeCenter
Emil F. Pisch
  Waldorf
John P. Quaintance
Owatonna
LaDonna D. Raimann
  Mapleton
Barry R./Barbara J. Smith Rochester
Jon O. Younger
   Faribault

are told the person is coming to install
a new “GPS meter”—something that
doesn’t exist.
This current scammer is claiming
that they will be on-site at the location to pick up funds,” said Gregg. “We
definitely want to caution our members
about confronting this person, or persons on your own, as you don’t know
who you’re dealing with.”

business made an immediate payment
on their account. The business member
was instructed to go to another local
business, fill out an application, and
then call back for further instruction.
The member called the phone number
that was instructed to call back, it was
answered “ECE Company.”
If someone calls you demanding an
immediate payment or asking for banking information, immediately hang
up the phone and call your local law
enforcement authorities. In addition,
please contact Steele-Waseca so the coop is aware of the situation.
If you have any questions regarding
the status of your account, please call
Steele-Waseca at 507-451-7340 or tollfree at 800-526-3514.) 28667

“

(Editor’s note: Steele-Waseca Cooperative Electric was informed Dec. 21 by
East Central Energy in Braham, Minn.,
that one of their business account members received a call and a text message
from a person who claimed to represent
“ECE Company.” The caller threatened to shut off the electricity unless the
sparks • february 2016

7
1/8/2016 12:02:55 PM

member connection

ad connection
give away
FREE ONLINE CLASSIFIEDS, you place & remove
your own ad on SWCE’s website, www.swce.coop,
these are separate from Sparks & will not appear in
Sparks unless emailed to sparks@swce.coop.

wanted
JUNKERS & REPAIRABLES: cars, trucks, most
farm & constr. equip., top $ pd. 332-2300.
PONTOON-STYLE PADDLE BOAT w/bench seat.
684-9665.
DEAD/ALIVE GARDEN TRACTORS, will pay
$; GARDEN TRACTOR LOADER, attachments,
weights & misc. 256-7299, eves/451-0546.
OLD PORCELAIN SIGNS for a man cave project.
301-9053.
LAND FOR RENT FOR 2016 & beyond. 456-6521.
CAT CONDO. 527-2307.
BARNS, GRANARIES & OUTBUILDINGS TO
TAKE DOWN? OLD STEEL SHEETING, OLD METAL SIGNS? HUNT./FISH. ITEMS? 330-0258/Tim.
MAGNET for OMC 83 mixer mill feed grinder.
334-6377.
3’ X 3’ X 8” PAN to be used to boil sap for syrup.
332-8936.
PERSONS LOOKING FOR HELP IN HOME: meal
prep., housekeeping & more, local refer. 412-7045.
UNWANTED BIKES & LAWN MOWERS, $ paid on
delivered. 330-3178.

for sale
SOLID BRASS LIVING ROOM LAMPS, exc. working condition w/beautiful ceramic design in the middle, $125 for (2). 451-6123.
PRONTO M41 ELEC. PWR CHAIR, exc. cond.,
$1800. 475-2322.
LARGE PET PORTER w/metal door, $35; ELEC.
HD MEAT GRINDER, new, $60; FLARE BOX, exc.
cond., $600. 455-3881.
JD 726E SNOWBLOWER, 205 cc, 9.00 ft.-lbs.
gross torque, Briggs & Stratton, 900 snow series,
date code 071309, $700. 451-2583 or 676-0191.
STORAGE UNITS, Blmg Prairie. 456-2957.

All area codes are 507 unless otherwise noted

CLIMATE CONTROLLED UNITS for rent, 11’x9’ to
16’x10’. 332-4623.
RICHMOND DUAL ELEC. WATER HEATER, 40gal., new, 240V, 4500W elements, 48” tall, $200;
RICHMOND LP WATER HEATER, 40-gal., pilot ignition, 34,000 Btu, 60” tall, $350. 612-710-0418.

(2) GOODYEAR INTEGRITY MUD-SNOW TIRES,
gd cond., P185/75/14 & (1) GOODYEAR TIRE,
P185/75/14, not so gd, $50 for all (3). 461-4113.
RENTAL, Izaak Walton League Bldg., 4 mi. south
of Owat., seats 100, full kitchen, grill, Wi-Fi, $100.
451-7946.
GRASS OR ALF., sm. sq. bales, both are no rain &
exc. quality. 612-328-1634.
’80 JD 644-B FORKS, JD brand, 5’3” long, $750.
332-2300.
HOME REPAIRS: plumbing, decks (repair or replacement), window & door installation, drywall (repair or installation) & more, quality wrk, exc. references, affordable prices. 581-6562/John.
HAY, big sq., $45-$70 depending on quality/delivery
avail./volume & cash discounts. 573-2318/Andrew.
PROPERTY SERVICES: roofing, painting, snow removal, general labor, 18-yrs experience, licensed &
insured. 271-9129.
VAL 6 KBE5L RADIANT HEATER, 115V, single
phase, $2395; EASY KLEEN HOT WATER PRESS.
WASHER, 4 gpm @ 2000 psi, 15 hp, GED, $2195.
583-2703.
BEACHFRONT VACATION CONDOS FOR RENT
in Fort Myers Beach, South Padre Island & Mexico,
visit www.sandysbeachfrontcondo.com for details &
photos. 612-865-9604/Sandy.
5-QTS POT PERM IRON FILTER REGENERANT,
$10; AXLE BACK DUAL EXHAUST 2005-10 MUSTANG GT, $35. 213-1692.
STORAGE: vehicles, boats, campers & RVs, Waldorf area. 380-1609/Chad.
WEDDING DRESS, white, size 10, purchased at David’s Bridal, new/nvr worn, sleeveless, lots of detail,
Style #WG9927, $275. 384-1972/Owat.
FORTUNE CREEK TRL LOTS, the covenant allows
for a pole shed, starting at $75,000; 7.6 ACRES ON
GONVICK AVE., $79,900. 838-5033/John.

Sparks Free Classified Ad Form for all SWCE Members
Ads need to be received in our office by February 5 to ensure being printed in the
March Sparks. Please print neatly or type your ad of 20 words or less on this form.
We reserve the right to edit ad copy to allow space for more ads. Ads received after
the 5th will be printed in the April issue.

For Sale

Wanted

Give Away

ANTIQUE FAINTING COUCH, exc. cond., fabric
covering, ornate carved legs & wood spindles, must
see, $499. 213-8823.
2-PR PEAFOWL; WHITE CALL DUCKS. 475-0753.
WINPOWER STANDBY GENERATOR, PTO w/cart.
456-7633.
1-ACRE WOODED LOTS w/lakeshore on Beaver
Lk. Gravel cul-de-sac, southern exposure, utilities &
common well to lots incl. Ready to build your dream
home! www.beaverlkestates.com. 438-9503.
COUNTRY HOUSE FOR RENT, 2-story older farm
house 2.5 mi. SE of Owat. along Hwy 218, (4) bdrm,
large yard w/storage sheds, $750/mth. 456-8786.
ALF./GRASS MIX HAY BALES, gd quality, no rain.
451-2978.
POLARIS SNOWMOBILE LEATHER JACKET, red
& blk, size L, like new cond., $125. 491-4565.
DEWALT CIRCULAR SAW, $45; LARGE GEORGE
FOREMAN GRILL, new, nvr used, $40. 334-3804.
BRANSON TIMESHARE FOR RENT, (1) wk anytime, avl. in 2016, (2) bdrm, sleeps (5), close to main
strip, $900. 334-5961/Joanne.
ALF. GRASS HAY: 1st, 2nd & 3rd crop. 744-2871.
TIRE CHAINS, 12”(W) x 72”(L), never used, could
be shortened to fit lawn tractor w/snowblower, $75;
(3) HAND OIL BARREL PUMPS for 30- or 50-gal.
drums, $15/each. 465-8566.
(3) 20-LB. LP TANKS, $25/each; (2) EDENPURE
HEATERS; 1981 NUWA CAMPER; GE UPRIGHT
FREEZER; FRIGIDAIRE STOVE. 884-5739.
ANTIQUE WINDSOR CHICAGO REED ORGAN,
late 1890-1900, walnut case, exc. keyboard, plays
well, $275/cash. 451-7626/Owat.
(For Sale ads continued on Page 7)

EPA power plant rule sets ambitious emission goals
States drafting plans to achieve 32 percent drop in carbon dioxide emissions

T

he Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) released its final Clean
Power Plan this past summer. The rule
requires states to meet emissions reduction goals for carbon dioxide (CO2)
emitted from existing fossil fuel power
plants (i.e., coal and natural gas).
The Clean Power Plan is expected to
achieve a 32 percent nationwide reduction in CO2 emissions from the power
sector in 2030 from 2005 levels.
How will states achieve emissions
reductions?

The Clean Power Plan grants states
flexibility in achieving their emissionsreduction goals. Compliance strategies
can involve:
1. Improving heat rates at coal power
plants
2. Substituting generation from less
carbon intensive power plants (e.g.,
natural gas)
3. Adding low- or zero-carbon generation such as wind or solar
4. Providing incentives for consumer
conservation
5. Trading credits with other sources
within or outside the state
Like all utilities, Steele-Waseca Co-

operative Electric and wholesale electricity provider Great River Energy
(GRE) will be affected by the rule, and
are working hard to help state regulatory agencies prepare compliance plans
that minimize negative impacts on
members’ bills or electric service.
Great River Energy’s three coal power
plants in North Dakota will be covered
by the Clean Power Plan. The plants are
among the most efficient and lowest in
CO2 emission rates in North Dakota,
due in part to GRE’s continued focus
on improving performance. The organization is working with other utilities
and officials as the state of North Dakota develops its plan to comply with
the EPA’s new rule.
Although GRE’s power plants in Minnesota are not subject to the rule, the cooperative is also engaged in Minnesota’s stakeholder process to help ensure
minimal impact to rates and reliability
from the state’s plan.
he Clean Power Plan sets CO2 emissions-reduction goals for each state.
The rule allows states to trade under a
multi-state approach, which GRE has
long supported. States are required to
file implementation plans to the EPA by
Sept. 6, 2016. They may request a twoyear extension at that time.

T

Clip and mail to: SWCE, PO Box 485, Owatonna MN 55060-0485, or
fax to: (507) 446-4242 or email your ad to: sparks@swce.coop.
6
Feb16.indd 3

sparks • february 2016

A

Steele-Waseca conducts town
hall meeting for former Alliant
Energy customers

MEXICAN COASTAL CRUISE, March 11-19.
From Los Angeles—Ports of Cabo San Lucas,
Puerto Vallarta & Mazatlan. Starting at $2,249 per
person based on 2 per stateroom.

N

NEW ORLEANS, LA., March 12-20. Motor
coach—Visit a plantation, Mississippi Cruise, Tour
of New Orleans + much more! $1,099 per person
based on 2 per room.
MONUMENTS OF WASHINGTON, D.C., April 812. Fly program—WWII Memorial, Smithsonian,
Lincoln Memorial, Mount Vernon + much more!
$1,399 per person based on 2 per room.
SAVANNAH/JEKYLL ISLAND, April 9-17. Motor
coach—Tour Jekyll & St. Simon’s Island, Savannah & much more. $1,059 per person based on
2 per room.

Account #

Name

E

(Courtesy: Victoria A. Rocha, Electric Co-op Today)

travel

Call 4-Seasons at 800-328-4298
and reserve space today! Be
sure to tell us you are SteeleWaseca members!
Phone #

Rural Utilities Service loans
boost co-op systems
lectric cooperatives serving 31
states, including Steele-Waseca
Cooperative Electric, will share nearly
$2.3 billion in loans to build and improve systems.
“Improving our rural electric utility
systems will help us continue to provide reliable and affordable electricity
to rural customers,” said Agriculture
Secretary Tom Vilsack. “By financing
these improvements, USDA helps increase efficiencies, reduce carbon emissions and improve the quality of life in
rural areas.”
The funding is provided through the
Rural Utilities Service (RUS) Electric
Loan Program.
Funding for the 77 utilities and cooperatives includes more than $108
million for smart grid technology, $41
million for renewable energy improvements, and $9 million for storm damage
repairs.
Steele-Waseca’s loan awarded in October 2015 was for $7.67 million for 167
miles of line improvement construction
of which $300,000 is earmarked for
smart grid technology.
ccording to the USDA, the RUS
loans in all will help build or improve 12,000 miles of transmission and
distribution lines.

Steele-Waseca Cooperative Electric Board President Gary Wilson presented John Bowe (center) and Joe
Schwering with the Steele County Sheriff’s Posse $1,000, Dec. 17, on behalf of CoBank’s “Sharing Success” program. The program provides matching contributions to their cooperative customers who donate to
a nonprofit organization of their choice. CoBank, headquartered near Denver, Col., is a national cooperative bank providing loans and other financial services to rural power, water and communications providers
along with agribusinesses in the U.S. 15833
sparks • february 2016

inety two new Steele-Waseca Cooperative Electric members, formerly with Alliant Energy, were in
attendance for a town hall meeting conducted Nov. 12 at the Holiday Inn Hotel
& Suites in Owatonna.
Steele-Waseca General Manager Syd
Briggs welcomed the co-op’s newest
members and explained how cooperatives operate under seven founding principles. He also detailed the association
Steele-Waseca has with the National
Rural Electric Cooperative Association
(NRECA), Minnesota Rural Electric
Association (MREA) and Cooperative
Network.
Briggs outlined the development and
history of SMEC (Southern Minnesota
Energy Cooperative), and it’s role in the
purchase of Alliant Energy’s Minnesota
service territory. He explained that un(Town hall meeting continued on Page 5)
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Sparks in brief . . .

cookin’ connection
Tuna Hotdish
Luanne Louks

Claremont

1 can tuna
1 1/2 c. celery, sauteed in 2 tbsp. margarine about 15 minutes
1 can cream of mushroom soup
1 can chicken gumbo soup
1 c. milk
Mix ingredients, then alternate layers of chow mein noodles and the tuna
mixture. Bake one hour in moderate oven (350o F).
Please use a 3 x 5 card when submitting your recipe. The member whose
recipe is published will receive a $7 energy credit.

• Want easy energy payments? Sign
up for EnergyPay Plus, our automatic
payment plan, or Energy Prepay, our
discounted advance payment plan. Contact our office for details. You may also
pay your bill online at www.swce.coop.
By entering your Steele-Waseca username and password you can also view a
13-month history of your account.
• If you have changed or added
phone numbers, please contact SWCE
to update your contact information.
• Need a new water heater? For information about our Marathon Electric
Water Heater Program, phone Cindy
Aamot at our office between 8 a.m. and
3:30 p.m., 446-4204 / 800-526-3514.
• December temps – The average high
temperature for December was 34o F,
while the average low was 24o F. They
compare to last year’s average high of
29o F and average low of 18o F.

Steele-Waseca Cooperative Electric’s solar subscribers will see a 35 kWh credit per panel
on this month’s statement for energy generated during December 2015. Learn more about
community solar and The Sunna Project by visiting Steele-Waseca’s website, swce.coop.
The latest subscriber is Charles Sonnek of Waldorf.

Was your account number in Sparks?

Each month five account numbers are printed in Sparks and a total
of $35 in energy credits is divided among however many of those
numbers are found. For example, if all numbers are found, a credit
of $7 will be applied to the members’ following month’s electric bills;
or, if only one number is found, that member receives the full $35
credit. Members finding their numbers who have a load management receiver on their dual fuel, electric water heater, air conditioner,
or genset will receive an additional $7 credit. When you find your
number, phone our office no later than the 5th of the month following
receipt of the Sparks, or the amount will be forfeited.

January issue of Sparks
Numbers found:

Allen R./Samantha J. Yule
Dale W. Sandborg

Numbers not found:

KEEP
LOOKING!

John A./Patricia L. D’Amato
Larry D. Howell
Thomas Machacek
4
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• ENERGY STAR® Rebates – In 2016,
all ENERGY STAR refrigerators/freezers (with recycling), dehumidifiers,
central air conditioners, air and ground
source heat pumps, compact fluorescent lightbulbs (CFLs), light emitting
diode (LED) holiday lights and bulbs
purchased are eligible to receive rebates
(may not be combined with special promotions). Rebate request forms must be
submitted within 90 days of purchase.
Rebate forms are available at www.
swce.coop. For more information or to
receive a rebate request form, phone
Cindy Aamot between 8 a.m. and 3:30
p.m. at 446-4204 or 800-526-3514.
• Steele-Waseca’s tree service contractor – Carr’s Tree Service, Inc., is
contracted to do SWCE’s tree trimming.
To report a tree concern, phone:
507-451-7340 / 800-526-3514

STEELE COUNTY TIP LINE

866-878-7964
TO BE USED TO REPORT ANY CRIME OR
SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY ANONYMOUSLY

COVERS ALL OF STEELE COUNTY
INCLUDING THE CITIES OF:

OWATONNA ELLENDALE
BLOOMING PRAIRIE MEDFORD

health & safety connection

One phone number,
multiple scams

by Michael W. Kahn, Electric Co-op Today

T

he bad guys are becoming ever
more flexible and creative in the
ways they scam electric cooperative
members.
“You never know who they’re going
to be in a given day,” said Mike Morley, corporate communications manager at Midwest Energy in Hays, Kan.
“They’ve adapted their tactics to where
the same group will impersonate a number of utilities.”
Morley, who first spoke to ECT.coop
about scams in March 2013, said it used
to be victims threatened with disconnection were told by scammers to buy
a prepaid card and that they’d be called
back in a couple of hours.
“Now they call and say, ‘This is
Midwest Energy. Your account is past
due and we need you to call us back,”
Morley said, adding that spoofing software fools the caller ID into displaying
“Midwest Energy.”
“When they call back they get a voice
menu that sounds exactly like ours. And
it’s not just us—other utilities in Kansas
have reported this.”
A Midwest Energy staffer called the
toll-free number posing as a member
using a phony name and account number, and was told they owed $780. The
staffer was even instructed to go to a
specific nearby store to buy a ReloadIt
prepaid card.
When an ECT.coop reporter dialed the
same number another day, the recording claimed it was Eversource, a New
England investor-owned utility. Upon
reaching a live person, the reporter gave
a phony location in Eversource’s Springfield, Mass., territory. After tapping on a
keyboard, the man on the phone told the
reporter there was a $997.78 delinquent
balance and to go to a supermarket two
miles away to buy ReloadIt cards and
call back with the numbers.
When the reporter told the man that
the address was actually in the middle
of a river, the man responded, “I’m
playing around with you.” When asked
why on another day the same number
was Midwest Energy, the reply was,
“Because I can do what the hell I want.”
Asked about how much they were making scamming people, the reporter was
told, “All you need to know that we do(Scammers continued on Page 7)

Use electric power safely

Steele-Waseca Cooperative Electric wants you to safely power your appliances and devices by not overloading outlets. Just count how many things at your residence need power. To help ensure the safety of
your home and family, make sure you don’t plug more than one major appliance into an outlet at a time.
If an outlet isn’t working, have a qualified electrician check it out, have them install more outlets on the
proper circuits where needed, and replace missing or broken wall plates so wiring and components are
not exposed.
(Town hall meeting continued from Page 3)

der the conditions of the acquisition
that closed on July 31, rates will not
change for three years, any rate changes
in years four and five are limited to no
more than 5 percent, and SMEC is contracted to purchase power from Alliant
Energy for 10 years.
Among the programs and promotions highlighted by Briggs were the
Revolt electric vehicle recharging program, community solar and The Sunna
Project, along with rebates available
through Steele-Waseca.
District 7 Director John Beal presented information regarding ACRE
(Action Committee for Rural Electrification), and how participation provides
support to elected officials who favor
legislation that keeps electricity reliable
and affordable.
The latest to join ACRE as a result of
the town hall meetings conducted by
Steele-Waseca this past October and
November include the following: Donald Antl, Owatonna; Steven Bloom,
Owatonna; Arlan Brase, Owatonna;
Bea Concannon, Owatonna; Ivan Cowell, Medford; Jerry/Dar Czarnowski,
Owatonna; James David, Ellendale;
George Dettmann, Ellendale; Bob El-

lis, Northfield; Gary Fischer, Waseca;
Luke Havumaki, Faribault; Phil/Gail
Heim, Medford; Martin J. Jensen, Medford; Steven Jensen, Hope; Jeff Johnson, Kenyon; Jerry Katzung, Owatonna; Duane/Debbie Klecker, Owatonna;
Donald Kramer, Owatonna; John Kriesel, Owatonna; Loyal Merritt, Medford;
Gaylord Moeckly, Medford; Jo Moore,
Ellendale; Virgil/Janet Neumann, Owatonna; Linda Noble, Faribault; Doug
Pirkl, Owatonna; Robert/Carol Prokopec, Blooming Prairie; Ken/Vesta Schiller, Hope; Eric/Nina Sellner, Owatonna; Harold Snyder, Owatonna; Vincent
Steinbauer, Medford; Gary Wagenbach,
Nerstrand; Kenneth/Jenell Warner,
Owatonna; James Wencl, Owatonna;
and Martin Zacharias, Owatonna.
he next round of town hall meetings is tentatively scheduled for
late March or early April, but specific
dates and locations have yet to be determined. Members are notified by a postcard mailed to their billing address, and
a phone call through Steele-Waseca’s
automated phone messaging system to
the number listed on the member’s account.

T

Do you need a calendar for 2016? Steele-Waseca has a limited supply
still available. Just stop by our office during regular business hours.
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